Summary Background Data: Pyogenic hepatic abscess is a highly lethal problem. Over the past 2 decades, new roentgenographic methods, such as ultrasound, computed tomographic scanning, direct cholangiography, guided aspiration, and percutaneous drainage, have altered both the diagnosis and treatment of these patients. A more aggressive approach to the management of hepatobiliary and pancreatic neoplasms also has resulted in an increased incidence of this problem. Methods: The records of 233 [11, 12, 13] . In other series, antibiotics plus percutaneous drainage has been associated with good results [2, 3, 4, 7] . However, in some series an unfavourable outcome has been reported using these nonoperative measures [5, 6] 
